The study of Mental Deficiency, still the Cinderella of Medicine, has for too long been subdued by medical and administrative inertia, grossly overcrowded hospitals, inadequate staffing both in quality and in quantity, and a lack of adequate research facilities.
There seems to be also an intellectual aura of pessimism and complacency hanging over Mental Deficiency which is expressed in tolerating and accepting the existing status as almost inevitable and insoluble. Apart from the few exceptions, doctors and psychologists alike show very little effort in re-examining the validity of old concepts in the light of slowly accumulating experimental evidence. They are also slow in the formulation of new concepts and solutions, and there seems to be little adequate driving force towards a change.
Fortunately this state of affairs is slowly being overcome, by a recognition of the fact that a mental defective whatever the chronological age, is a child, and as such has the same inalienable rights as possessed by any normal child to those services necessary to afford full development of such potential as he possesses.
The writers are members of a mental deficiency hospital staff which has lately been chosen as one where rapid expansion is to take place. Among various planning projects, it is proposed to set up an adequate department of psychology. In connection with this project it has been necessary to re-examine, the role which psychologists should fill in a mental deficiency hospital and to decide the number of psychologists required.
We would like to stress that in our opinion the role of the psychologist in a mental deficiency hospital is a very different one from his role in a mental hospital, a fact which does not seem to be generally appreciated.
In the formulation of tasks for psychologists it is accepted by us that a mental defective is, in the first place, a patient, who requires under medical guidance all the resources which Psychology among other disciplines can bring to bear.
We consider that the duties of a psychologist are as set out below. 
